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TAGS: EFIS 

SUBJECT: CLOSURE OF ITALIAN FISHING IN US FISHERY 
CONSERVATION ZONE 

1 . NORTHEAST REGIONAL FISHERIES DIRECTOR, NATIONAL MARINE 
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FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS), CLOSED ALL ITALIAN FISHING 
AS OF MIDNIGHT, EST, FEBRUARY 16. ITALY HAD EXCEEDED BY- 
CATCH QUOTAS FOR SILVER HAKE AS OF FEBRUARY 4, BASED 
ON VESSEL OBSERVERS AND COAST GUARD COUNTS. THERE IS 
EVIDENCE THAT ITALIAN VESSEL CAPTAINS HAVE UNDER-REPORTED 
CATCHES TO THEIR AGENT IN NEW YORK. 

2. NMFS SENT LETTER TO GOI COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR, SERAFINI 
DATED FEBRUARY 2, INDICATING THAT ITALY HAD CAUGHT HALF 
OF SILVER HAKE AND BUTTERFISH ALLOCATIONS AS OF JANUARY 
21. SERAFINI SAYS THAT ROME MINISTRY OF FISHERIES BEGAN 
REVIEW OF CATCH DATA UPON RECEIPT OF LETTER. 

3. NMFS REGIONAL OFFICE INFORMED ITS WASHINGTON, D.C. 
HEADQUARTERS ON FEBRUARY 15, WHICH THEN INFORMED SERAFINI 
AND EEC MISSION, THAT ITALY HAD EXCEEDED BYCATCH AND 
WAS THEREFORE CLOSED. 24 HOURS GRACE PERIOD WAS GRANTED 
BY NMFS REGIONAL DIRECTOR, ALTHOUGH HE DOES NOT HAVE TO 
DO SO UNDER LAW. 

4. SERAFINI MET WITH OCEANS AND FISHERIES AFFAIRS AMB. 
NEGROPONTE, AND WITH DIRECTOR OF FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 
ROLAND SMITH AT NMFS. HE ASKED BOTH DEPTS IF 1) THE 1 1 
ITALIAN VESSELS COULD CONTINUE FISHING UNTIL FIGURES 
WERE RECEIVED FROM ROME, AND 2) IF ONLY THOSE VESSELS 
WHICH EXCEEDED QUOTA COULD BE "PUNISHED". COMMERCE, 
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WHICH HAS FINAL DECISION, SUGGESTED ITALIAN VESSELS SAIL 
TO NEW YORK UNTIL DISCREPENCY BETWEEN CATCH FIGURES 
RESOLVED. BYCATCH RESTRICTIONS WOULD APPLY AGAINST 
ENTIRE FLEET. 

5. SERAFINI RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM ROME ON FEBRUARY 
17 THAT 80 TONS OF SILVER HAKE - 60 TONS ABOVE ALLOCA- 
TION HAD BEEN TAKEN. ITALIAN FLEET IS PRESUMABLY LEAV- 
ING AREA. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE INFORM DEPT OF REACTION 
IN ITALY AND EEC. VANCE 
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